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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
February 25, 2014 

 
Present:   President Alan Ackley, Vice President Gary Bertman, Clerk Nancy Beckwith, Directors 
Randy Ackley, Peter Legnos, Deborah Monteiro, Ronald Yuhas, Chief Todd Paige,  
  
Absent: Treasurer Thomas Santacroce, Director Kenneth Richards, Deputy Chief Curt Floyd and 
Administrative Assistant Jamie Muhlack 
 
At 7: 00 p.m. President Ackley announced the call to order with the time, date and place.  This 
was a special meeting held at the Groton Senior Center, replacing the regular meeting of 
February 13. Roll call was taken to establish a quorum.  A moment of silence and a pledge to the 
flag followed.   
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
 
MOTION: It was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED to accept the regular meeting minutes of  
January 9.   (6-0) 
 
Remarks from Visitors:  n/a 
 
Reports and Communications: 
 
Chief Paige presented his report which was accepted for the record. During Chief Paige’s report, 
he supplemented it with discussion that the Office of Policy Management (OPM) had contacted 
the office in regards to the District being late on their financial audit. The District’s new auditor 
was trying to gather past details from last year’s audit firm which was delaying the final report. 
Chief Paige also reported that the Grand List for Poquonnock Bridge Fire District has been 
reduced by .9% and that the annual actuary report was reduced by $13,588 to $414,790 as a 
result of that reduction. Director Yuhas commented that the Town of Groton has not served us 
well and that he had just met with the Council.  He asked the Chief when the auditor would be 
completed and about Fire Fighter injuries from a recent trailer fire.  Chief Paige reported that 
several employees were out for both injuries and illness and that overtime pay was up 
substantially as a result. Chief Paige also reported meeting with a Health Insurance Broker and 
that changes in billing practices based on age, location and number of dependents were the 
norm.  President Ackley volunteered that the Health Care broker had volunteered to come back 
and meet with the Board to discuss further.  It was decided that a special meeting would be called 
on March 4, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. to do so. Director Yuhas also asked Chief Paige if he thought that 
firefighters could be dispatched to Fort Hill Station to start sorting through items. 
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No other formal reports were offered, however Clerk Nancy Beckwith reported receipt of various 
correspondence: (1) a letter from TCORS which described their rates for 2014, (2) a letter from 
the Freedom of Information Commission that a formal complaint had been filed against the PBFD 
Directors and (3) that the Fire Marshall’s reports of activity for January had been submitted. After 
Director Beckwith read the report of activity by the Fire Marshall’s office the Directors discussed 
the low level of inspections that were occurring compared to activity ten years prior when the 
position of Fire Inspector did not exist.  (Annual Inspections were over double with only one 
employee).  President Ackley suggested that moving the Fire Inspector back to the position of 
Fire Fighter could save the District overtime and if the move was at the same rate of pay it would 
not be a demotion.  The Union Contract was reviewed by the Directors which states that the 
District Committee has “the right to hire, promote, classify, transfer, assign, retain, suspend, 
demote, discharge.”.  President Ackley asked for a motion. 
 
MOTION: Vice President Bertman moved the lateral transfer of the Fire Inspector back to a 
Fire Fighter position.   
 
The motion was not seconded and Vice President Bertman withdrew his motion until such time 
Chief Paige could report back to the Directors the financial viability of such a move. (e.g how 
much would it save in overtime?  How much would it cost to retrain/qualify the fire inspector back 
to a fire-fighter?  The discussion will be added to the regular March meeting agenda.   
 
Old Business - n/a 
 
New Business  
 
MOTION:   Director Beckwith moved the appointment of TCORS to represent the District with 
regard to the FOI complaint.  Director Legnos seconded the motion.   Director Monteiro asked if 
legal representation was required.  Beckwith responded that based on her experience last year, 
every case had legal representation at the FOI Commission hearing.  The motion passed. (6-0) 
 
Good of the Department   - n/a 
 
Presentation and payment of bills 
 
Nancy Beckwith announced that the bills to be paid for February were $139,023.56  
She also read to the public the available balances of $1,499,751.23 in Payables, $191,693.71 in 
Payroll, $54,686.10 in Obligation Fund and $733,818.59 in the Reserve Fund.  She clarified that 
according to State Statute that the Reserve Fund could only be spent on Capital equipment.  
 
MOTION:  At 8:10 PM it was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED to adjourn.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nancy E. Beckwith, Clerk 
Poquonnock Bridge Fire District 
 


