POQUONNOCK BRIDGE FIRE DISTRICT

373 Long Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340
Phone: (860) 446-5997  Fax: (860) 445-2554

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting Minutes
September 11, 2025

Present: President Ron Yuhas, Vice President Kevin Marquardt, Richard Marquardt, Jon Luther,
Randy Ackley, Clerk/Treasurer Susan Aguiar, and Chief Rheaume
Absent: Members Al Luther, District Administrator Mary Santos, and Deputy Chief Lowell

At 6:06 p.m. President Ron Yuhas announced the call to order with the time, date and place. Roll
call was taken to establish a quorum. A moment of silence and a pledge to the flag followed.

Remarks from Visitors:

n/a

Election of Board Member:

Gale Goode was nominated to become a board member by President Yuhas and seconded by Sue
Aguiar. A vote was passed unanimously to elect Gale Goode as a member of the Board of Directors.

Approval of Previous Minutes:

MOTION: Itwas MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED to accept the meeting minutes of the July
10, 2025 meeting.

Reports and Communications:

Chief Rheaume’s report was submitted, read and accepted for the record. Fire Marshal Bednarz’s
and Deputy Chief Lowell’s reports were accepted for the record.

Old Business
n/a
New Business

a. Adiscussion took place regarding utilizing Brycer’s Compliance Engine for tracking alarm
system testing. The Chief was instructed to assess the situation over the next month and
the issue would be considered at the next meeting.

b. Chief Rheaume proposed a district ordinance to address the rising number of nuisance fire
alarm activations and the cost to the district when responding to these alarms. The Chief
has a draft ordinance that is in line with State of Connecticut fire code and with other
municipalities. Once the Chief hears from the Town of Groton about possible enforcement
of the ordinance, a final draft will be forwarded to the Board of Directors for consideration
at the October 2025 meeting.



Good of the Department

Chief Rheaume reported that a State of CT pedestrian safety grant was awarded to the district. The
scope of the grant is limited, but the district was able to obtain green safety vests that can be
provided to citizens by the PBFD at public events. The grant does not require any matching funds
from the district and the vests should be received in the next few weeks.

The PBFD was presented a flag from the United States Navy at their 9-11 Ceremony held at the
Nautilus Museum at the US Submarine Base NLON on September 11th. It will be an honor to
display this flag in a prominent location in the firehouse, where the public can see it. The Submarine
Base and PBFD have a close bond and work together regularly in the interest of public safety and
national security.

Presentation and payment of bills

Treasurer/Clerk Susan Aguiar announced that the bills to be paid for July 2025 in the amount of
$287,957.06 and August 2025 in the amount of $113,691.98 were accepted.

MOTION: At 7:06 PM it was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED to adjourn. The next regular
meeting will be held on October 9, 2025.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Aguiar, Clerk
Poguonnock Bridge Fire District



