POQUONNOCK BRIDGE FIRE DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District in the Town of Groton, at a
regular meeting held October 9, 2025 adopted the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2025-01

AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING FINES FOR NUISANCE FIRE ALARMS

Purpose:

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the resources and operational readiness of the
Poquonnock Bridge Fire District (PBFD) by reducing the frequency of false and nuisance fire
alarms. These unnecessary alarms place a strain on fire district resources, increase risk to
emergency personnel, and create potential delays in responding to actual emergencies. This
ordinance establishes a structure of warnings and penalties to promote responsible alarm system
usage and proper maintenance. :

Authority:
This ordinance is enacted under the authority granted by:

o Connecticut General Statutes § 7-148(¢)(7): Permitting municipalities to regulate the
use and response to alarm systems; and

« Connecticut General Statutes § 7-301(a): Authorizing fire districts to enact ordinances
for fire protection and emergency services within their jurisdiction.

« Connecticut General Statutes § 7-148: Scope of municipal powers. (b) Ordinances.
Powers granted to any municipality under the general statutes or by any charter or special
act, unless the charter or special act provides to the contrary, shall be exercised by
ordinance when the exercise of such powers has the effect of: (1) Establishing rules ot
regulations of general municipal application, the violation of which may result in the
imposition of a fine or other penalty including community service for not more than
twenty hours; or (2) Creating a permanent local law of general applicability.

« Connecticut Fire Prevention Code 13.7.1.5.4: Fire alarm systems that have produced
five or more nuisance alarms in a 365-day period shall be classified as chronic nuisance
alarm prone systems.

Definitions:

+ False Alarm: Activation of a fire alarm system that results in an emergency response by
PBED when no fire or hazardous condition exists, and where the activation is not due to
weather, utility failure, or other uncontrollable circumstances as determined by the Fire




Chief or his/her designee.

Fire Alarm System — A system that generally includes initiating devices such as smoke
detectors, heat detectors, manual pull stations and fire suppression systems, intended to
notify building occupants of smoke and/or fire and may be tied to a remote receiving
station where the alarm is monitored.

Nuisance Alarm: Activation of a fire alarm system triggered by mechanical failure,
malfunction, dust, steam, vapor, improper installation, fack of maintenance, accidental
activation, or an alarm cause that cannot be determined.

Alarm User: The owner, tenant, lessee, or other person or entity responsible for any
property equipped with a fire alarm system within the PBFD jurisdiction.

Scope and Applicability:

This ordinance applies to all properties located within the jurisdiction of the Poquonnock Bridge
Fire District that have fire alarm systems which result in the dispatch of PBFD resources and/or
mutual aid fire departments/districts, either directly or through a monitoring service.

Alarm Registration:

The Poquonnock Bridge Fire District does not require alarm registration, however a third-party
company, Brycer: The Compliance Engine, is utilized to collect fire alarm system maintenance
and testing records on behalf of the fire district. Property owners are encouraged to proactively
maintain updated contact information with Brycer through their alarm maintenance and testing
vendor, their alarm monitoring company and with the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District, to ensure
responsible operation and emergency communication.

False and Nuisance Alarm Enforcement:

1.

First Four Alarms — Warning Period

The first five (5) false or nuisance alarm activations from a single property within a
rolling 12-month period (from date of first false or nuisance alarm for the next 364 days)
shall not result in a fine but will result in:

o Written notification to the alarm user from the fire district.

o Referral to the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District Fire Marshal’s Office for alarm
system inspection, maintenance, or retraining of users as deemed necessary by the
Poquonnock Bridge Fire District Fire Marshal’s Office.

o Potential abatement order as necessaty.




2. Subsequent Alarms — Fines

Beginning with the sixth (6th) alarm in a 12-month period from the date of the first
nuisance alarm, the following fines shall be imposed:

Number of False/Nuisance Alarms Fine Amount

6" $150
7th $200
8th $250
9th $300
10th and beyond $500 per offense

3. Payment of Fines

o Fines will be billed by PBFD and must be paid within 30 days of the invoice date.
o Late payments will be subject to administrative fees of an additional $25 per
month and subject to collections by a debt collection agency.

4. Right to Appeal

o Any property owner may appeal a false alarm determination or fine by submiiting
a written appeal to the Fire Chief within 15 calendar days of notification.

o The Fire Chief (or his/her designee) shall review the appeal and issue a decision
in writing within 30 days. If the property owner wishes to appeal the Fire Chief’s
decision, the property owner must file an additional appeal, which shall be
reviewed by the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District Board of Directors at their next
scheduled regular meeting. Their decision will be final and will be issued to the
property owner in writing within 30 days.

Exemptions:

False or nuisance alarms shall not be counted toward the total or subject to fines if determined by
the Fire Chief to have resulted from:

Power outages caused by utility failures;

Verified extreme weather events (e.g., lightning, flooding, high winds);
Documented equipment malfunctions not caused by user negligence;
Other circumstances outside the contro! of the alarm user.
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Enforcement and Severability:
This ordinance shall be enforced by the Fire Chief or his/her designee of the Poquonnock Bridge

Fire District. If any provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall remain in
effect.

Effective Date:
This ordinance shall become effective on November 9, 2025, and shall apply to all false and
nuisance fire alarms occurring on or after that date. An announcement regarding this new

ordinance will be posted on the district website and shared via social media for the public’s
AWarencss.

This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after adoption.

Dated at the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District in the Town of Groton, Connecticut this 9 day of
October 2025.

Approved as to form and legality:

T, - S 2028

san I\g@ﬁaﬁi}uomock Bridge Fire District Clerk




